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ROCKINGHAM GENERAL HOSPITAL — MENTAL HEALTH UNIT 

103. Hon PHIL EDMAN to the Minister for Mental Health: 

(1) How many people are waiting for admission to the Rockingham mental health unit? 

(2) Did Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich mislead the house by asserting that people were waiting for admission to the 

Rockingham mental health unit? 

Opposition members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I think the second part of the question is asking for an opinion, which is outside the 

parameters.  

Point of Order 

Hon KEN TRAVERS: Not only is it seeking an opinion but also it is implying that a member has misled the 

house. If a member believes that another member has misled the house, there are proper procedures for dealing 

with it, not in question time.  

The PRESIDENT: The second part of that question is out of order.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

I would like to thank Hon Phil Edman for being such a great local member for the Rockingham area and for his 

particular interest in following up on issues to do with mental health and disability. He has visited that new 

mental health unit at least twice. I do not think Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich has been there but I know that Hon Alison 

Xamon has. Quite a few people, including me, have visited that fantastic new facility. I have absolutely no idea 

where Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich is getting her information from, certainly not from any credible source. The staff 

who have been told about the wild and wacky assertions of Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich are stunned by the member’s 

lack of information, the member’s lack of knowledge about how services are provided, and the member’s lack of 

understanding of how contemporary mental health services are delivered. They ask me, “How can she just keep 

on getting up and saying these things which are blatantly not true?” It is hard for me to explain how that can be 

so, but I make the comment to them that this is a preselection period, and also that the member has also to 

somehow ingratiate herself with the member for Rockingham.  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon HELEN MORTON: The clinical director at the Rockingham mental health unit, Dr Gordon Shymko, is an 

exceptionally good clinical director. He was initially employed by me when I was the general manager at 

Armadale Health Service. He is incredibly person-orientated in the work that he does, he is recovery-orientated, 

and he is an outstanding psychiatrist. When I need information about something taking place at Rockingham 

mental health unit, I go to the clinical director and other such people. Warwick Smith, a long-time manager of 

the Peel and Rockingham Kwinana Mental Health Service, has an exceptional and outstanding record for work 

undertaken in that community mental health facility. The combination of these two men has produced an 

absolutely outstanding service at Rockingham. The services are integrated and they are the best in Australia. But 

do not ask me for that information—“it is one of the best in Australia”, says Professor Patrick McGorry, the 

Australian of the Year. I will have more to say about that during members’ statements. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! I am pleased to hear that the minister wants to embellish anything in the appropriate 

time slot. I think the question was seeking some sort of specific number. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: That is correct. 

The PRESIDENT: We will, I hope, get to that part very soon. 

Hon HELEN MORTON: We will get to it right now, in fact, Mr President.  

There is a nil waitlist for admission to the Rockingham mental health unit. There is a nil waitlist for any adult 

inpatient or community mental health service at Rockingham. 

 


